The second point of interest is the manner in which the ampulla of the rectum performed the office of a urinary reservoir. That the patient was able to retain urine in the rectum for hours at a time showed that the anal sphincter was equal to take in itself the duties of the neck of the bladder. insufficiently drained the abscess, either because it was not situated at the most dependent part or on account of its valvular character, and that consequently the pus burrowed in another direction and found an exit through the bladder. It was also possible that there may have been two suppurative centres, one of which opened into the rectum and the other into the bladder, and that
